
 
Skyline West Neighborhood Association Safety Committee Report [15 January 2016] 
 
Protecting Homes from Wildfire: The SWNA Safety Committee distributed information on protecting 
homes against wildfire to all Skyline West residents during the summer and fall of 2015.  The 
information, available at the SWNA website, includes checklists residents can follow to create defensible 
space around homes and maintain homes to make them safer from wildfire, as well as a repor on fire-
resistant plants for home landscapes. To aid homeowners, Corvallis Fire Dept. (CFD) Division Chief 
Douglas Baily and Corvallis Urban Forester Jonathan Pywell, accompanied by Safety Committee 
members, conducted inspections from the street of each property in the Skyline West neighborhood. 
The assessment results, which correlate with recommendations of the national Firewise program, are 
available at the SWNA website. In order to continue efforts on reducing risk of wildfire in Skyline West, 
the Safety Committee has established a Firewise Committee that will focus on this goal, including follow-
up to the Skyline West assessment and creation of a Skyline West Wildfire Protection Plan. Creation of 
the Plan is a required step towards Skyline West achieving official Firewise Community status.    

 
Emergency Exit and Water Supply: Skyline West residents are exposed to additional wildfire risk, 
because only one exit exists from the neighborhood, east out Ponderosa Ave. In the event of a wildfire 
or other emergency, this exit would likely be blocked with fire trucks and other emergency vehicles.  The 
Safety Committee has established an Emergency Egress and Water Supply Subcommittee, which is 
working with Oregon State University (OSU) officials to gain approval for an emergency exit and 
placement of an emergency fire-fighting water supply on the OSU Sheep Farm out the west end of 
Ponderosa Ave. Efforts are also underway to explore the potential of developing an additional 
emergency exit, either out the north end of Foothill Dr. to the pedestrian/bike path that goes down to 
Martin Luther Park or out the east end of Fair Oaks Dr. to Walnut Blvd.   

 
Fire Supression on Properities Adjacent to Skyline West: Safety Committee members met with OSU 
officials and Legend Homes officers over concern that wildfire could be carried over from their 
properties into Skyline West.  OSU agreed to remove from Sheep Farm land adjacent to Skyline West all 
wood debris, dead and unhealthy firs and highly combustible cypress trees, thin and limb up to 10 ft the 
remaining firs, and keep grass short. Legend Homes, owner of property adjacent to the east of our 
neighborhood, also plans to thin and limb-up trees, as well as mulch undergrowth throughout their 
property.   

 
Emergency Notification: In the event of a threatening wildfire in the Skyline West area, the CFD will 
alert residents by land-line phones (published and unpublished) using the Linn-Benton ALERT Emergency 
Notification System. Residents who do not have a land-line phone or want alerts also sent to cell 
phones, e-mail, etc., must register with the system. See the SWNA website for information.  
 
Pedestrian Safety in Skyline West:  The Safety Committee took steps to improve pedestrian safety 
within the Skyline West neighborhood, including reminding residents of children walking on our streets 
to catch buses throughout the school year.  We plan to take additional steps to improve safety of all 
residents walking on our streets, including improved signage and car speed reminders.  
 
Earthquake Preparedness: Skyline West is likely to be vulnerable to earthquakes due to our hilly terrain, 
especially when hillsides are saturated with rainfall. The Safety Committee has begun to explore ways it 
can promote and facilitate earthquake preparedness in our community.  
 
For more information on the topics above, see the SWNA website: www.skylinewest.org                          
To help with any of the above topics, please contact the Safety Committee: safety@skylinewest.org 
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