
 

Skyline West Neighborhood Association Road Committee Report [13 January 2016] 
 
Road maintenance: Skyline West roads have had very little maintenance for more than 20 years; the 
primary reason for this is city policy.  Our streets are classified by the city as “unimproved” 
residential streets; current city policy regarding unimproved streets is to do no more than fix 
potholes and surface cracks, and over the past few years, funds available for even such low-level 
maintenance have all-but disappeared.  As a result of a request we made in early 2015, a small 
amount of surface repair was done on a few neighborhood streets in the fall of 2015.   The amount 
of patching work done was considerably less than we requested and expected and what was done is 
of disappointing quality.  We are continuing our efforts to get a thorough assessment of Skyline 
West road conditions and we will continue to request repairs as needed.  
 
Drainage system maintenance: Following up on a brief survey that was done by Public Works in 
early 2015, we requested a more thorough assessment of possible problem areas for drainage in the 
neighborhood (for example, blocked pipes or overgrown ditches and filled culverts).  We are 
awaiting a report from Public Works on the results of that assessment.  We expect the city to send 
letters to property owners where there are drainage issues that need to be addressed.  Poor 
drainage is a threat to our roads; under the current policy the city does not trim roadside vegetation 
or maintain our drainage ditches or culverts.  Therefore, it is our responsibility to keep ditches, 
culverts and drain pipes clear and functioning.  In addition to the identification of problem areas 
we’ve asked to city to develop guidelines for adequate right-of-way and drainage maintenance. 
 
City policy review:  In 2015 the City Council began a review of the unimproved streets policy; we 
contributed by making presentations to the City Council, the Urban Services Committee and the 
Sustainable Budget Task Force.  We also met with the City Manager and head of Public Works as 

part of our effort to communicate our concerns.  We have been advocating a new policy that: 
 

1) recognizes the City’s responsibility to maintain all City streets; 
2) sets standards for adequate maintenance and commits to meeting them in an explicit 

time frame; 
3) ensures that funding mechanisms and the allocation of maintenance funds are fair; 
4) directs Public Works to identify maintenance priorities based on a city-wide condition  

assessment (including unimproved streets); and 
5) maintains streets to standards appropriate to neighborhoods. 
 

We have argued for the creation of additional road standards that are appropriate for “legacy rural 
roads” such as ours, making it clear that “improvements” (wider streets, sidewalks, etc.) should not 
be required for routine maintenance.  New standards that can be applied to our roads and similar 
roads in Corvallis should be included as part of the policy review and we expect draft standards to 
be available for review early this year.   
 
Finally, it is clear that changing the policy and reclassifying our streets are just the first steps in a 
long process.  The problem of deferred maintenance extends to all local streets, not just 
unimproved streets.  Public Works has estimated that adequate street maintenance would require 
an additional expenditure of more than $3 million a year—doubling the current maintenance 
budget.  We will also make the case for adequate street maintenance through the city’s budget 
process. 


