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Skyline West Neighborhood Meeting 

Fire Station 5 Meeting Room 

September 5, 2013. 6:30pm. 

 

Meeting notes by Dan Hellin (dan.hellin@gmail.com) 

 

Attendees: 

 Biff Traber, City Councilor, Ward 8 

 Mary Steckel, Director, Public Works Department 

 Greg Gescher, City Engineer, Public Works Department 

 Roy A. Emery, Chief, Fire Department 

 Jeffrey Prechel, Fire Marshal, Fire Department 

 Approximately 31 residents from in and around Skyline West 

 

Fire Service Options 

There are a number of options for fire protection: residential sprinkler systems, neighborhood water 

storage tanks, neighborhood extension of city water service. 

EXTENDING CITY WATER SERVICE 

 Much of the neighborhood is “3rd level” which means that extending city water service to the 

area may be feasible.  However, the more westerly areas of Skyline West (NW Skyline Drive, NW 

Glenwood Drive) are “4th level” which means that extending city water services to supply 

hydrants would be cost prohibitive and there is no master plan to serve 4th level areas. 

 Extending city water services would NOT require the streets to be upgraded but it would be 

disruptive. 

 If city water service were to be extended into the neighborhood, the design specification would 

require that the water system be a loop.  Dead end systems suffer from sediment buildup and 

the system needs to be regularly flushed which wastes significant amounts of water.  A loop 

prevents sediment build up although the system still requires that it is blown occasionally to 

keep the water fresh. 

 The water is drinking quality water. 

 Currently, the existing hydrant on Ponderosa is about 3,000 feet from the corner of Royal Oaks 

and Ponderosa.  A hydrant could be installed in that area and be fed by a 16” water line. 

 To form a loop, the system would need to extend a further 3,000 feet across the neighborhood 

and then an additional 2,000-3,000 feet to tie in to the city water service by Fire Station 5.  A 

total distance of 8,000 to 9,000 feet. 

 Even if hydrants were installed, the fire service would require sufficient room to allow for 

vehicles to turn around. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD STORAGE TANKS 

 One option might be to install large storage tanks in the neighborhood. 

 These could be above ground or buried. 

 At a minimum, two 35,000 gallon tanks would be required. Although it might be possible to have 

a larger number of smaller tanks. 

 Water from these storage tanks could be used to tackle wildfires. 

 A ballpark estimate would be $50,000 to install a 15,000 gallon tank. 

 Tanks would be periodically filled by a tender although it might be possible to have them fed by 

a well. 

 A general rule of thumb is that 35,000 gallons should be available to fight a typical residential 

fire.  This assumes that the fire starts in one residence and spreads to one residence on either 

side (i.e. three residences in total).  The “required” volume of water is double the amount that 

the fire department would expect to need to fight a fire involving three houses. 

 Current response to a fire in the neighborhood would include equipment from Fire Stations 1, 2, 

3 and 6.  Stations 1, 2 and 6 would bring tenders.  Fire stations in Adair, Philomath and Monroe 

might also assist. 

 Streets such as NW 60th, NW Covey Run and NW Deer Run are outside of the city. However, they 

are in the rural fire district so a fire in these areas would be tackled in the same way as on in 

Skyline West. 

 Currently, as was the case in 1988, the fire response would require that Ponderosa be closed so 

no residents would be able to enter or leave the neighborhood. 

 A key question would be where these storage tanks might be located.  They would most likely 

have to be located on private property. 

 Where ever they are located, they still need sufficient space for fire trucks to maneuver. 

 An option might be to locate them on OSU land but that would require the neighborhood to 

negotiate with OSU. 

 Someone suggested that there is an old army road up near Windsor Place?  Might this be a 

location for water storage? 

RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 

 Residential sprinkler systems can work with houses on wells although a system may require an 

additional water storage tank. 

 As installation of such a system would be a retrofit, it may be possible to do this without being 

totally code compliant. 

 Sprinkler system codes and standards are developed by the National Fire Protection Association.  

“NFPA 13D is a residential sprinkler design standard focused on one- and two- family dwellings 

and manufactured homes. The intent is to provide an affordable sprinkler system in homes 

while maintaining a high level of life safety”.  Information is available online and at Fire Station 

1. 

 Such systems are designed to protect core living areas (kitchens, bedrooms etc) but not the 

whole house. 
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GENERAL 

 Most emergency calls are medical emergencies rather than fires. 

 The closure of Fire Station 5 has increased the response time to an emergency in Skyline 

West by about 3 minutes. 

 The bottom line is that neighborhoods buy in to the system.  The city can only spend money 

on areas that are up to standard. 

 When Skyline West was annexed into the city in 1988, the neighborhood had the option to 

upgrade to city standards but decided not to. 

 The city does have a capital improvement plan but improvements to Skyline West will only 

be considered if the neighborhood gets together and determines what we want and then, in 

a united fashion, presents this to the Capital Improvements Commission. 

 Biff will help us with this but the neighborhood needs to bring these issues and requests to 

the city as it is not the city’s role to push for these improvements. 

 Extending the city water service is the most expensive option.  However, it is possible that 

System Development Charges (SDCs) might be used for some improvements.  For example, 

SDCs might be used to install a 16” water line up along Ponderosa rather than an 8” line. 

 Neighborhood water storage tanks would be a cheaper option but the full costs of those 

would have to be covered by the neighborhood. 

 The Insurance Services Office (ISO) uses a Fire Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) to 

determine a Public Protection Classification from 1 to 10.  Class 1 generally represents 

superior property fire protection, and Class 10 indicates that the area's fire-suppression 

program doesn't meet ISO’s minimum criteria.  Most of Corvallis is Class 3.  Skyline West is 

Class 8b.  This means that the fire department can supply 250 gallons/minute for 2 hours.  

The Class 8b means that there is no water supply in the area and the fire department must 

supply the water it needs.  Skyline West will remain a Class 8b until water is available locally. 

 These concerns were raised by the Fire Chief when the neighborhood was annexed in 1988. 

 

Access 

There are a number of options to improve access. 

CONNECTING FAIR OAKS DRIVE IN SKYLINE WEST WITH FAIR OAKS DRIVE BY FIRE STATION 5 OFF 

WALNUT. 

 This connection is already part of an approved plan. 

 If the land were to be developed, the developer would be required to make that connection. 

 Such a connection would not necessarily have to be a fully improved road and could be a 

limited access road. 

 The neighborhood should identify who currently owns the land and try to determine what 

their plans are.  If they have no intention of developing the area, then this connection 

becomes somewhat unlikely. 
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EXTENDING PONDEROSA WESTWARDS ACROSS OSU’S SHEEP PASTURE AND CONNECTING WITH NW 

OAK CREEK DRIVE 

 OSU seemed OK with this idea when it was raised in the past. 

 The neighborhood would need to re-establish contact with OSU to determine how OSU feels 

about this option and whether or not it might be feasible. 

MULTI-USE PATH 

 The multi-use path running up from Martin Luther King Jr. Park has been discussed as an 

option. 

 There are a number of issues with this: it has a very low elevation in places, it has not been 

maintained for vehicular traffic and, even if it were improved, it is of limited benefit when it 

comes to providing meaningful access. 

OTHER 

 Might there be an option for connecting out through Windsor Place?  It would require 

crossing private property. 

Roads 

 The city will not maintain unimproved roads. 

 The city will repair potholes and, unofficially, will deal with snow and ice; maintain signage; 

and maintain road markings (striping). 

 The standard width of a right of way is 50 feet (60-feet for some).  I.e., 25 feet to either side 

of the street centerline.  Skyline West roads are much narrower than this and there is little 

room to widen the roads. 

 Someone commented that the city is resurfacing some roads that appear to be in good 

condition.  Mary Steckel explained that while the road surface may look fine, surveys had 

revealed small cracks that if left untreated, would allow water to penetrate the road surface 

and result in more serious problems in the future. 

 The city’s policy is that maintenance can only be carried out on improved streets. 

 Improved streets are expected to last for 20+ years.  Investing funds in unimproved streets 

is a bad investment as these streets will not last a long time. 

 The money for such improvements comes from gas taxes and vehicle registrations. 

 There is not enough money to improve all streets so the policy is to spend money on those 

street that are improved. 

 People may not agree with the City Council’s policy (which has been in place for around 20 

years).  It is quite realistic to challenge the policy.  Skyline West should coordinate with 

other neighborhoods in a similar situation (Country Club area and Whiteside Drive) and 

voice our opposition to the City Council’s current policy. 

 Biff will help but we need a united voice. 

 One option may be to suggest a policy change where the neighborhoods improve the roads 

to some level (less than the city’s standard for “improved roads”) at which point the city 

would commit to maintaining the roads. 
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 When past work was done to improve the roads in Skyline West, the cul-de-sacs got less 

treatment than the “major” neighborhood roads. 

 One issue that was raised is that the current trash collection system means that there are 

trucks for trash, for recycling, for garden waste and, less frequently, for glass and the fact 

that there are so many trucks is putting extra stress on roads that we, as a neighborhood, 

have to maintain.  This seems somewhat unfair. 

 Another issue that was raised was what would happen in the event of an earthquake and if 

there were landslides that blocked roads within Skyline West.  Who would pay to clear and 

repair the roads?  The city were not willing to address this issue. 

Conclusion 

 By the end of the meeting there seemed to be a consensus that if Skyline West residents 

wish to address the issues discussed at the meeting, it is essential that the Neighborhood 

Association be reformed. 

 

 

The meeting finished at 8:00pm. 


